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{ ;) Thi3 Inform.- tion Report quotes & 7/13AF Direotor of Intelligence ness age 
dealing vi th tno subjoot of unidentified flying objeots. The message was 
dated 11 December 1969 and was in response to inqueries to that headquarter# 
from suoordinate units. It is quoted in its entirety to shov the rational 
used to draw the oonolusions that are made. This IR is submitted in response 
to and partially answers SICR U-UPF-21321. Collection notion continues. 


■’ C) Quo i' : Subjocti Unidentified Flving Objeots (uj. Part f", A. On 
2S01S6Z November 1968 , Nakhon Phanom (NKP), HTAFB GCA reported two low/slow 
moving objects approximately 13NM south of NKP. Contact was lo~t when objeots 
were 9'DM west of base. NKP Command Post was informed they "definitely were 
rot .-boats." Sighting were oonfirmed by Invert radar. At approximately 0215L 
27, r.i ght Recce chopper, was asked to investigate slow movers 4NM north- 
oust of bai.f*. As Kr.ife 27 was not in immediate area 5-10 minute delay ensued. 
Ya\ : No 5 r • '* no sightings. Knife27 also investigated similar phenomena 
lO-ii-.i-i BOitn of NKP and another return two and one— half NX northwest of base. 
No visual lightings were reported. Final return at 12NM south of NKP was also 
investigated with Invert direction Knife 27 to position direotly overhead of 
unidentified return. Searchlight was employed but revealed nothing. No object 


, •*> 


CIN'CPACAF 

DKPCHJUSMAOTHAI 


GROUP-3 

DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR INTERVALS 
NOT AUTOMATI CALLY” DECLASS IFI ED 


DIA pE\|IEW COMPLETED 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DD IS?**., 1396 I - 

nia DcvictA/rtniuiDi crcn 1 1 ■ ■■ . tf to MUmfcn m i ffwM Iffifniif I Kjavg*’. 'A Jt •• 

DIA REVIEW Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP81R00560R0001 00070021 -2 


Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP81R00560R0001 00070021 -2 



Available 


Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP81R00560R0001 00070021 -2 


(*>;• 


'V-f- 


‘Up: 





co«r - at k>» shcct 


vrioenTiAi. 


} ***Ofl' NO 1 b\:6 

1 HAOI 2 

CNIQIHATOR 1 '..ijjil.'. ‘ 


were seer. 

radar 
vy so.. 4 • 


!? 4 . ' t-*-., . ' when K.n:'* 3<-: 

a, j roar had i,- Kou i ji,;t 

j nutting. Moo:. r«i . rvil” hsi 

As Kni f* 26 returnee v. tic 
it had disappe^re-i , J.*3. ii.f c 
routheast in v:o;is.ity of VI p" 


pio y«. 

fc t. # GCf 

Part 


to Thai Bordr 


trol Polio* ’’ dfV > , Region 


. Craw o*' Kruf© 27 suspected 

iU„ B. On 020.J26L Dec, CCA 
•a ;; onvir • s«m.e speed as 
Knife 2b . : ajiatched to area, but 
•ilht: JCA later lost Kr.ifo 

. 0 fot .• 1 4 : ide. Kr.ife 2d 
i vc j aearchii j:it, bet observed 
con:; tiona were tec "’ark to see well 
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opt after 4— 5NH, atill heading 
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V, reported that HP? had begun 


a? above sighting northwest of JBCP. Pour to air 3PP and Boyal Thai Army (BTA) 
'helicopters were involved .a this operati. ... In addition, HP? Region TV posses 
one white heuy helicopter, which la used to aocl ’-or SPP operation*. Hlatorioall 
Thai pilots have beer, reluctant to fly at right, but the toot in recent days 
has aade night flying almost as etejr as dsyti!*e operations, ' and Thai pilots 
have boer. known to accomplish ai#>t flights in ar«as where terrain ia well-known 
to then. Am in the pust, chopper operations by RTA and -BP? are aoetly local in 
nature and so f]i£:t plans are fued for resupply, placement of unit3, or moni- 
toring activities unless proper pressure is brought to bear. Kany 3PP/RTA 
oporatior.s against communist terrorist are autonomous in Bmture, and thus 
centralized control is weak. As result, air defense surveillance system is 
often not infom-.-i of flights until later— if at all. BPP advisor is attempting 
to secure time so flights in support of above operation, including dates, and 
landing areas. Part III. Historically, November and early December have 
produced lar.je numbers of radar returns, particularly o-. CCA scopes, from nature 
or oulturri phenomena in THAILAND, "'heae include temperature inversions, 
balloons >"-<v - -,r. r .gious celebrations, migrator; ris, and kites. Ir. 

Novemt- • * . \K? T~ and DO ran experiment at Odor: wnsn CCA acopee were 

report. n * ...oro t. i.un ib low, plow returns in vicinity of Worn FTaFB. Croup 
observ*.. mait -.Hv '.d ’ed scores of balloon*. three flocks o: migratory birds, 
several r.itos, plus at least four local choppers in a spar of ten minutes. At 
same 1 5 • t the.ie sightings, even of legitimate friendly flight*, failed to 
correlate vrj th dri gha® (Udorn RTAFBl-bamed GCI radar) and CCA returns. On 
niinborotj occaasio.vi it wee o» biirhed that phenomena, which U.S. personnel in 
GCI site would not report as ,.u then tic .raffic, was reported into AOC end air 
d of erne r.y3tem by Thai oper.V.ors. U.S. personnel attributed these to props ga tic 

" yn ioa. Further invoctigation attributed a number of s poradic returns to 

over-the-horizon signals distorted by weather conditions. | 
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To date, there is no confirmed evidence that hostile 
aircr- ' “ TTTopler"' hive penetrated Thai air apaoe in support of insurgent 

or oommumat activities. Though it ie possible that illicit ffrieodly flights 
for purpose?, f private gain, pleasure, smuggling are being conducted, there is 
no evidence to substantiate this possibility Rt present time. It ie aumpeoted 
that Lao and Thai Air Force officere can and do employ RLAF aad RTAF aircraft 
in private ventures or travel without filing proper fli<^it plane for informing 
components of the air defense aurveillanoe system. Part TV. •stare of recent 
reported sightings follows same pattern as "unknown returns" reported last 
year by Ubon and Udom. In analysis of possible hostile penetration of 
THAILAND and in support of insurgent foroes, prelieinary study was oonducted of 
teohnJcal aspeota of suoh flights. It was found that to land in remote jungle 
olearings at night to airlift personnel or provide resupply wsb highly danger- 
ous and improbable, especially in absence of sophisticated navigation and 
landing aids, and was beyond technical capability of U.S. air crew*. Further, 
study of Air Order of Battle of nearby communist or neutral countries . ad i cates 
that available helicopter strength is suer, that houiilu or unfriendly forcer 
do not possess adequate numbers of low/slow aircraft to undertake such miss' mis 
with accompanying risk faotor^when^the^^Mreunabieto^Bu^c.r t their oun field 
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forces, ©ffioiala, or units by air. It is rot likoly, *: ■ roxore, tL;-t troy 
would riks valuable ui "craft and crewo to support Thai insurgent, when ren..- ly,. 
infiltration, tad me. . .iant by other me.u.s is cheaper, safer, «v. less obvious. i 
It is interesting to note that ouch unknown re turns have seen reported si pee ! 
196'* and yet ro unidentified aircraft his ever crashed or bee., physically : 

observed so it could be identified. friendly suppression forcer, have never I 

shot. down or hit these unknown intruders, whereas U.S. helicopters a-nd aircraft 
ir VfRTNA?'. and LAOS have suffered many hits and losr.es, and as indicated in 
Parr 1, friendly aircraft in area could not observe, even with aid of lights, 
any rrer aircraft. In past, when Royal Thai Government offered 200,000 Baht 
reward for shooting down of unknown aircraft and helicopters, only aircraft ever 
hi 1 , wore HPP or RTA choppors and USAF aircraft on legitimate missions. Ab 
result, Thai Government has since withdrawn reward offer since no hostile 
aircraft or “unknowns" were ever downed. It Is also interesting to note that in 
1967 unidentified aircraft activ i ty, ’ purport! dly in support of communist 
insurgents, seemed to preoccupy Thai officials until U.S. resourccc provided 
Hawk anti-aircraft missiles. Then in speech of acceptance find thanks. General 
PHRapGaT, Deputy Prime Minister, said helicopter threat from out 3 ide THAILAND 
had ondod or come under control. Part V. This headquarters is highly 
interested in such sightingc and roporte, and will continue to monitor such 
activity for si^ic of hoctilo intent. However, there is no evidence at present 
time to indicate rash of roccnt " Bogies" reported near NKP RTAFB involves 
hostile or ur. friendly activity. Unquote. 

2. ■ C) The following is quoted from a COMUSKACTHAI message dated 17 December 
I960. The message was to CINCPAC with information to 7/13AF and referenced 
the message quoted above. Quote, “This headquarters considers the message and 
excellent assessment of unidentified helicopter reports in THAILAND. This 
ovalu t:-'- -st llels car own asaessements. •• Unquote, 

3. (C, ’ 1 mo- t rcccr.t reported sightings occurred in South LAOS. On the night 1 

of Id, r 10 December I960, an unidentified high wing single engine air- 

craft c c ©served over Ban Thatong ( 15d6N~10622E) , LAOS. On two occasions it 
was rerouted circling at low altitude (400 feet). On the third occasion, it 

was observed at 6000 feet heading west. Estimated speed 100 knots. It has not 
been determined if the aircraft wee an unreported friendly or enemy, 

COrtMEN'-.’S: (C) aTKa concurs with the comments and assessments made and with 

the conclusion which are drawn. It seems highly unlikely the enemy would 
take the risks involved to infiitrato personnel or supplies when, an is pointed 
out, other methods ore choapor, safer and loss obvious. Some of the "unknowns" 
have been reported far enough into THAILAND that large helicopters would have 
*0 ne used or refuelings made by 3mall helicopters. In order to reach some 
of these locations, long flights would have to be made over friendly territory, 
both in LAOS and THAILAND. Again this seems rather unlikely and has not been 
confirmed by any sightings. There are no known enemy hold staging areas or 
baccc in LAOO from which such flights could operate within reasonable range, 
safety and security and yet remain euch a well kept secret for such a long 
period of tine. If any of these flights are, in fact, ooouring it appears 
much more reasonable that they might be unreported friendly activities. 
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